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[Read by Grover Gardner] Captain Ivan Vorpatril is happy with his relatively uneventful bachelor's

life as a staff officer to a Barrayaran admiral. Cousin to imperial troubleshooter Miles Vorkosigan,

Ivan is not far down the hereditary list for the emperorship. Thankfully, new heirs have directed that

headache elsewhere, leaving Ivan to enjoy his life on Komarr, far from the byzantine court politics of

his home system. But when an old friend in Barrayaran intelligence asks Ivan to protect an attractive

young woman who may be on the hit list of a criminal syndicate, his chivalrous nature takes over. It

seems danger and adventure have once more found Captain Vorpatril. Tej Arqua and her half-sister

and servant Rish are fleeing the violent overthrow of their clan on free-for-all planet Jackson's

Whole. Now it seems Tej may possess a secret of which even she may not be aware -- a secret that

could corrupt the heart of a highly regarded Barrayaran family and provide the final advantage for

the thugs who seek to overthrow Tej's homeworld. But none of Tej's formidable adversaries have

counted on Ivan Vorpatril. For behind Ivan's facade of wry and self-effacing humor lies a true and

cunning protector who will never leave a distressed lady in the lurch -- making the ultimate sacrifice

to keep her from harm -- the treasured and hard-won freedom from his own fate as a scion of

Barrayar. [This is the 14th book in Lois McMaster Bujold's 'Miles Vorkosigan' series.]
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It has been observed that most human males die before reaching maturity.Lord Ivan Xav Vorpatril



has nearly managed that several times in his short life. The earliest such occasion occurred about

an hour before he was born, during an attempt on the throne of Barrayar in which his mother and

father were caught by forces loyal to the pretender. His father died while friends tried to rescue

them; his mother managed to escape with them and give birth to Ivan while in hiding afterwards.So,

given that early pre-natal conditioning as it were, Ivan has spent most of his life trying to avoid

politics or attracting too much attention to himself while attempting to live a comfortable life. Not an

easy task for someone potentially in line for the throne, and made even less easy by his manic

cousin Miles Vorkosigan, who has an absolute genius for attracting chaos in his wake - and

dragging Ivan into it. And it doesn't help that Ivan's determination to avoid living up to all of his

potential too visibly is made all the more conspicuous by contrast with the friends and family around

him.By age 34, Ivan has managed to work himself into a fairly comfortable position: a taste for good

food and drink, comfortable lodgings, and a job as Captain and aide to a high ranking admiral in the

Barrayarran armed forces where he serves ably. A certain amount of status, a job challenging

enough to be interesting without the headaches of high rank, enough leisure and status to attract a

fair number of bedmates on a regular basis, and distance from his mother, who is still waiting for

Ivan to get on with his life. True, most of Ivan's old girlfiends seem to have all gotten married. Even

his cousin Miles has managed to settle down and start raising a family.
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